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From Jerusalem to Nablus: Burj Al-Luglugq Concludes an Open Days
Series for Children in Nablus City

Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center society concluded an open days series for children in Nablus city as part of the “Play and
Learn” project, spanning three consecutive days, in collaboration with Utar Association.

The aim of this activity is to provide psychological support for children in Nablus city, especially after the recent events
the city has witnessed and the challenges it has faced due to the occupation.

The activity took place from August 12th to August 14th, 2023, benefiting over 550 boys and girls aged between 10
and 14 from the old town of Nablus.

This event held significant symbolism, with the participation of Burj Al-Luglug teams from the old town of Jerusalem in
an event tailored for the children of the old town of Nablus.

The event included diverse activities such as an inflatable corner, an artistic corner for mural painting, interactive phys-
ical games like “TeleMatch,” a corner for traditional games, and a corner for introducing children to their rights using a
three-dimensional coloring booklet.

More than 30 volunteers and guides participated in the success of the activity, and the joy and smiles of the children
served as evidence of the event’s success. A safe environment was provided for the children to play and unwind, grant-
ing them the space to express themselves and interact.

The Burj Al-Luglug team that took part in this activity expressed their happiness and pride in executing this significant
event, which stands as the first of its kind in Nablus. Despite encountering several challenges, the event managed to

achieve remarkable success.
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Sonara Project, Skills Development and Talent Enhancement
«Prominent Training Initiatives Achieving Success in Jerusalem»

Jerusalem serves as a hub for numerous training initiatives aimed at developing skills and enhancing talents among
youth in various fields.

Over the past few months, several inspiring training projects were launched as part of the “Sonara” project, contributing
to the enhancement of capacities and skills among the youth. Here, we highlight some of these initiatives and their
accomplishments.

- Male Football Camp at the City of Hope:

A training camp for a football team in the age group of 14 to 16 was organized in the City of Hope in Jericho. The camp
spanned three days and brought together a distinguished group of young players to develop their football skills and
techniques. The camp is part of ongoing efforts to build a generation of talented players, fostering sportsmanship and
technical discipline.

- Beauty Training for Young Women at the Vocational Training Center

The Vocational Training Center in Al-Eizariya hosted a beauty training course, covering hairstyling and makeup artistry.
Twelve young women from Jerusalem participated, enhancing their skills and knowledge in the latest beauty tech-
niques and secrets. This course provided a platform for these young women to pursue their aspirations in the beauty
and cosmetics industry.

- Small Business Owners Training at Ask Jerusalem Office:

A specialized training course was conducted for small business owners in Jerusalem. The training covered aspects of
business management and development, involving 14 trainees. Participants enhanced their skills in project manage-
ment and improved their business competencies. This course aims to support and empower emerging business own-
ers to achieve success and sustainability.

- Entrepreneurship Course at Al-Quds Open University - Al-Eizariya

Al-Quds Open University in Al-Eizariya hosted an entrepreneurship training course. Twenty-five students participated,
receiving tools and concepts in entrepreneurship. The goal of this course is to develop young individuals as leaders in
the business world, empowering them to transform their ideas into successful projects.

In conclusion, training and development initiatives in Jerusalem offer a bright prospect for youth to achieve their aspi-
rations and hone their skills. Through these projects, the city’s residents demonstrate innovation and readiness to lever-
age their potential and succeed in diverse fields. These initiatives embody the community’s commitment to supporting
and empowering youth, ensuring they fulfill their ambitions in building a prosperous and promising future.
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Al Burj Hayat project in its new version and second edition
Aim to activate the activities of Burj Al-lugluq in the social, educational, and
sports fields.

Burj Al-Lugluq continues to provide outstanding sports services, including training sessions and courses to enhance
the abilities of youth in various sports activities.

Al Burj Hayat project, in its new version, is funded by the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development as a recog-
nition of the success of the first edition, in addition to the successive successes of the sports projects carried out by the
association in previous years.

This edition of the project comes with a variety of activities and training, including:

- Basketball Training: Our project includes intensive basketball training for two groups of girls, overseen by a coach and
an assistant coach for each group. These training sessions continue throughout the week, with two training sessions
per week, each lasting two hours. The training started on August 1, 2023, and is planned

- Football Training: Football is not neglected, as the project includes 7 groups of young men. Each group is trained by a
coach and an assistant coach, with two weekly training sessions lasting two hours each.

- Dabke Dance Training for Girls: Dabke dance training targets girls aged 10 to 14, with a specialized coach overseeing
its implementation, these training sessions will involve 25 girls from Jerusalem, and a special costume will be designed
for the group to participate in local festivals and activities.

- Arts and Ceramics Training: We aim to develop pottery and arts skills among young people and university students
through specialized training. This activity targets 50 young men and women.

- Education Program: This program aims to enhance the level of high school students through courses in Arabic and
English languages. 50 young men and women will benefit from this program during the academic year.

-Young Leadership Training: Through this group, a number of community initiatives will be implemented after training
participants and providing them with the necessary skills.

The second edition of Project AlBurj Hayat embodies the dedication of Burj Al-Luglug Social Center Society in promot-
ing social, educational, and sports activities among youth,

It reflects their commitment to building an outstanding and creative generation in our society.
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«Fun Technology Camp»
«A Pleasant Experience before the Start of School»
«Technology Camp for Children Aged 16-10»

Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center Society organized a technology camp from August 10th to August 27th, 2023, This camp is
part of the“E-Governance - INDIGO" project, implemented in collaboration with GIZ, the German Cooperation.

The camp aims to provide a technological educational experience to support children and enhance their technology
skills through a blend of enjoyable and educational activities. The camp targeted approximately 25 boys and girls aged
10 to 16 and was held at the University of Jerusalem Library - Agbat Rasas in the Old City of Jerusalem.

The camp included several important corners, including the “ROBOTICS” corner where children learned about robots,
how to build them, and created models such as robotic arms, automated safes, mini motorbikes, and sound and col-
or-sensitive music boxes. The camp also featured a “Virtual Reality (VR)" corner, where diverse educational films were
showcased, such as a documentary about light, a 3D tour of Jerusalem, a documentary about dinosaurs, and other films
that combined education and entertainment.

The camp also covered the “Digital Safety” corner, which educated children about the internet, safe internet usage,
handling various social media platforms safely, and how to respond to electronic exploitation. Furthermore, the camp
provided an introduction to programming basics and their importance in the field of computers.

Despite the camp’s short duration, the children excelled in the field of technology and enjoyed a fun-filled experience
before the start of school, It offered a different experience from traditional camps, opening up new horizons for them
to understand the world of computers and technology in an engaging and enjoyable manner.
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The activities of Al- Eizariya Center
for Culture and Education

Al-Eizariya Cultural and Educational Center - Al-Hamawi carries out a range of activities and events as part of its main
programs and projects, which it manages at the center, serving the Al-Eizariya area and its surroundings. The following
is a summary of the progress of courses and workshops:

Conducting educational tours:

in collaboration with the Mosaic Center and the Holy Land Guardians Association As part of the Palestine Protection
Project, in cooperation with the Mosaic Center in Jericho and the Holy Land Guardians Association, Al-Hamawi Center
organized educational tours for a group of children from the town of Al-Eizariya to historical and archaeological sites
in the town.

One of these tours was with students from the center’s Support Education Program, where visits were made to areas
such as Mount Papa, Al-Hawd Valley, the Church of Martha and Mary, the ancient olive press, the tomb of Lazarus, and
the bridges, with the aim of introducing students and providing them with information about those areas.

Graduating a group of students from the Support Education Program

At the center Al-Hamawi Center graduated a group of female students from the Support Education Program after
completing the required hours in Arabic, mathematics, and English, with an average of 30 educational hours in each
subject. The focus during the sessions was on developing the students’ fundamental skills.

Implementing the Mosaic Course

in collaboration with the Mosaic Center As part of the Palestine Protection Project, in cooperation with the Mosaic
Center in Jericho and the Holy Land Guardians Association, Al-Hamawi Center implemented the “Mosaic Art” course.
The course was attended by 15 students and lasted for a continuous 50 hours. During the course, the students worked
on creating murals that represent the center.
Additionally, the center continues to work on implementing upcoming activities, including the girls’'gymnastics course,
drawing course, and meetings for the gifted program at the center.
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«Burj Al-LugLug Summer Camp»
The Grandest Summer Camp in the Old City
500 Jerusalemite Children and Their Families Participate

With the attendance of a large audience of parents, mothers, and families of the Old City’s children, Burj Al-LugLuq Social Center
Society celebrated last night the conclusion of one of the largest summer camps in Jerusalem, named “WLAD AL BALAD".

The camp took place over the course of a month, from July 9th to July 29th, with more than 500 boys and girls participating from
various neighborhoods of the Old City and its surrounding areas, Over 50 volunteers were part of the camp’s counseling and vol-
unteer staff, alongside volunteer members of Burj Al-LugLug’s emergency and ambulance team after their participation in a 3-day
preparatory workshop that enhanced their leadership skills, as well as planning and task delegation prior to the start of the camp.
The “Awlad Al-Balad” summer camp is considered the largest free summer camp in Jerusalem in terms of participants and available
spaces, the camp fees were kept minimal to ensure commitment, the camp’s activities included various entertaining, cultural, and
educational sessions. The daily program was divided among the ten groups of the camp, organized by different age categories,
which rotated through different stations, including gymnastics, sports, cultural tours, team games, computer sessions, arts and
crafts, science and technology, community leadership, storytelling, movies, and more.

In addition to the on-site camp program held at Burj Al-LugLug, the camp also featured daily field trips and two recreational trips,
each including a cultural program during the journey, the first trip visited Banana Land for swimming and entertainment activities,
while the second trip visited Water Land Entertainment City.

It's worth noting that the unprecedented success of the summer camp wouldn’t have been possible without the financial and moral
support provided by various important partners who were part of the camp, these partners included terre Des Hommes- Palestine,
the Belgian Fund, and Beit Al-Mal Agency.

During the event, Mr. Muntaser Idakedik, the Executive Director of Burj Al-LugLuq Social Center Society, expressed that the associ-
ation continues to provide meaningful services, projects, and programs for Jerusalem and its people, he announced that after the
conclusion of this camp, there will be another specialized technology camp for 100 boys and girls and another camp for 50 children
next month.

Representative Ismail Al-Ramli from Beit Al-Mal Agency emphasized in his speech that the agency considers Burj Al-LugLuq a fun-
damental partner for its projects and programs, and anyone wishing to work in Jerusalem must inevitably consider Burj Al-LugLuq
as an important part of their efforts.

The Executive Director of the association presented honorary shields to several representatives of the supporting parties and friends
of the center.

The ceremony continued with various performances presented by the participating camp groups, showcasing a special anthem for
each group along with artistic performances ranging from national and religious songs to purposeful theater sketches and expres-
sive art displays.

The camp counselors took center stage, with Mariam Idakedik and Bashar Atiq excelling in their role as hosts for the event, they
skillfully presented the various segments of the ceremony, including welcoming speeches by the executive administration and the
guests, in addition to speeches by the children and volunteers.

In conclusion, all participants from the volunteer and ambulance teams were honored for their exceptional performance rooted in
Jerusalem’s essence, its children, and Burj Al-LugLug. Following the honoring, the children were invited to receive gifts, with each
participating child receiving a gift from Al-Sharif Sports Stores and Free Line Trading Company.
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«Reviving Folk Games in Jerusalem: Fostering Communication and Heritage
through Play»

Amidst an atmosphere of joy and activity, Burj Al-Luglug executed the “Reviving Folk Games in Jerusalem” initiative,
bringing together over 100 children from Jerusalem, this initiative aimed to enhance social, cultural, and sports inter-
action within the walls of the Old City.

The “Reviving Folk Games in Jerusalem” initiative sought to rekindle the spirit of traditional and folk games in the Jeru-
salem community, through these activities, interaction among various segments of society was promoted, along with
cooperation and connection.

The initiative served as a means to preserve the cultural and sports heritage of the region, reviving ancient heritage
games that blend fun and tradition.

Activities within the initiative encompassed a diverse range of traditional and folk games, including collective games
like “The Ladder,"“The Snake,”and “Seven Stones.”To infuse a competitive spirit, competitions were organized, including
tug-of-war, running, and long jump, these activities provided children with a fun and distinctive platform for interac-
tion, fostering skills in collaboration, teamwork, and challenge-taking.

The “Reviving Folk Games in Jerusalem” initiative is part of the “FORSA” project, carried out in collaboration with the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Youth Peer Education Network in Jerusalem (Y PEER).

This partnership highlights the association’s commitment to enhancing social and cultural ties among the youth, and
offering pivotal opportunities for their positive community development.

In summary, the “Reviving Folk Games in Jerusalem”initiative holds significant importance in bolstering social interac-
tion and engagement among children, while also reinforcing the cultural and heritage spirit through traditional games
and activities. This initiative serves as an inspiring model for promoting values of connection and cooperation within
the local community.

apall JUa ga Gljillg Jinlgill jjei :guasll (nd dusiiull Glelil cLa] djalia

apliall 0dm gaai (uadll dine (o dusuiul Glslil cla] ajsl (neaizall Glall digas Gaéi dalitillg 34all ja ga wns
a6l diaall 48951 (no cualiflg «nolaill inelaizll Jelaill jpjoi waay (guadll disa (pa dlalg Jakh 100 ga Jisi
ada Jlb gag «uadll gaizrae (no dusiillg Galaill dhiilllg lelll ag) <la] ] dusill qlslll <] Gl Goxa
dholrall dlpwg djslall Clsi oS Jaylyillg duiglsill ag il juj=ig 2aizall aligsa wlira gy Junlgill jyjsi AT dhiill

ilyillg dsiall gy g0ai dayas dyilyi uleli clal pi cun dahioll gualyllg (rolaill Glyill cnle

gl=illg plwll del Jiao diclan ulsli ¢l (nd lay dusuillg d1aulsill alelUl o dcgiia dcgana éjaliall Glaliyi Ciladh
dnyo it eda ils (Jughll jadllg ¢njallg Jall ab drsl Jio Glasluia craki «puusliill gall clanl g las vig
niaillg @Gupallg ggleill Aljlaa jij=ilg (jiaag giaa JSuiu Jclaill dl.b_biﬂ

d<uiig (UNFPA) glSwll d31iall paill gain ga ggleill ddiall «dinyo» cgpita jla] (nod dusiidll ulelil clia] )alua enili
.Y PEER) guadll ¢no glpd Ul cuaii

o pawi dijgaa gapo a1adig aluill gy (olaillg nelaizll lyillg Julgill jijei diaall aljill jui dsTpull elly
j=ig Jlabll gu cnclaiall Jelaillg Julgill jjsi guo dpus daal lal gusdll (o dusill lelll cla] dpplio lnisl
ogleillg luljill a6 juj=il laala 133gai djpliall 0da Jiai «(daulaill dadiilg alell JUs ga @uolaillg alyill agyll
nlhall gaiaall (né




«Jerusalem on Bicycles» Initiative
Discovering Culture and Heritage through the Eyes of Youth

In a truly inspiring and innovative move,Buej Al-lugluq Social Center Society, in collaboration with the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), launched the “Jerusalem on Bicycles” initiative.

This youth-oriented initiative aimed to empower young people from various areas to engage in sustainable exploration
of the depopulated villages in the Jerusalem region through interactive bicycle tours.

The initiative brought together approximately 60 young men and women, aged between 18 and 35, from diverse back-
grounds, it spanned two weeks in the month of August, during which informative and historical tours were organized
in the abandoned villages of Lifta and Qalunya.

These tours were not mere exploratory journeys; they were captivating experiences that enabled the youth to connect
with the history and heritage of the region in a unique way. Participants expressed great admiration for the concept
of using bicycles as a means of cultural and heritage exploration, such activities not only contribute to environmental
preservation and the promotion of alternative transportation methods but also foster positive social interaction and
communication among the youth.

The tours witnessed substantial engagement from the young participants, who actively participated in conversations
about local heritage and history, this direct cultural interaction had a positive impact on individuals, with participants
expressing the initiative’s positive effects on their mental and physical well-being.

Engaging in physical activity through innovative methods like these contributes to improved fitness and stress reduc-
tion, while also providing a platform for social interaction and idea exchange.

The positive impact of the initiative extends beyond the participants themselves; it reaches the community at large.
By shedding light on depopulated villages and their histories, the initiative contributes to raising awareness about local
heritage and its preservation.

This, in turn, enhances cultural identity and strengthens connections between different generations.

This initiative is part of the “Forsa” project carried out by Burj Al-Lugluq in collaboration with UNFPA and the Y PEER
Education Network.

These partnerships enhance the ability of youth initiatives to achieve a positive impact on society.

In conclusion, the “Jerusalem on Bicycles” initiative stands as a remarkable model for harnessing youthful creativity in
community development and the preservation of heritage and culture, by empowering and involving young people in
experiences like these, we renew our confidence in their ability to drive positive and sustainable change.
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«Our Stone Secrets» Initiative - Exploring History and Enhancing Social
Interaction for Jerusalem»s Youth

Amidst its ongoing efforts to enhance cultural and social awareness among the youth, Burj Al-Luglug implemented a
remarkable initiative in August named “Our Stone Secrets.”

This initiative targeted the youth of Jerusalem, aiming to provide a unique educational and cultural experience that
promotes the discovery of local history and culture while fostering social interaction among participants.

The “Our Stone Secrets: The Quest for the Treasure” initiative is geared towards achieving a central goal: offering the
youth an opportunity to explore local history and culture in an engaging and interactive manner.

Through the diversity of its activities and events, the initiative creatively and excitingly worked towards this objective,
One of its key activities included organizing research and exploration events, participants were provided with maps
containing valuable information to aid them in locating potential treasure sites, these sites encompassed historical and
cultural landmarks, as well as old buildings, enriching the connection between the youth and their city’s history.

The initiative stands out for its social interaction, with the first round attracting 40 young individuals from Jerusalem,
the initiative’s activities included numerous thrilling and informative sessions that allowed participants to develop a
deeper connection to their city’s history and culture.

“Our Stone Secrets: The Quest for the Treasure” initiative is part of the “Forsa” project in collaboration with the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Youth Peer Education Network (YPEER).

These significant partnerships underscore the importance of supporting such youth initiatives to achieve their goals
and motivate the youth to play an active role in enhancing society and culture.

In summary, the “Our Stone Secrets: The Quest for the Treasure” initiative serves as an inspiring model for investing in
the enhancement of local culture and the city’s history through youth engagement, the initiative aims to boost social
interaction and historical awareness among the youth, encouraging them to be active contributors in building their
community and solidifying their cultural identity.
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«The Psychological Wellbeing Journey: Enhancing Womenss Mental Health
through Communication and Motivational Strategies»

The Burj Al-Luglug Social Center Society executed a psychological wellbeing journey for women in Jerusalem, the
journey aimed to improve communication skills, social interaction, and provide effective strategies to cope with stress
and anxiety, with the goal of enhancing women’s mental health within the community.

A substantial number of Jerusalemite women, approximately 52, participated in this psychological journey.

The activities were diversified to achieve maximum benefit, various activities were conducted in the abandoned village
Khirbet Al-Sa'diyah, these activities included therapeutic sessions focusing on health and wellbeing topics, artistic ses-
sions that took place amidst the captivating nature, as well as enjoyable musical artistic sessions.

This journey aligns with the center’s efforts to raise awareness about the importance of mental health and provide
effective coping tools for women to face daily challenges. Good communication and positive interaction play a crucial
role in building healthy and effective relationships within society.

Additionally, these artistic and recreational activities contribute to alleviating stress and anxiety, thereby improving the
participants’psychological welfare.

This journey reflects the commitment of Burj Al-Lugluqg Social Center Society to provide exceptional services aimed at
supporting and empowering women in the community.

This is achieved through offering educational and developmental opportunities that enhance their mental health and
underscore the association’s ongoing dedication to the well-being and emotional stability of individuals.
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Under the project «<Enhancing the STEAM Approach among Jerusalemite
Students»

The camp saw the participation of approximately 100 students from various areas of Jerusalem, aged between 12-16
years old organized by “YMCA" in partnership with the Al-Lugluq Social Center Society, in collaboration with Al-Quds
Open University, the Directorate of Education - Jerusalem / General Waqf Department, the Belgian ENABLE Develop-
ment Agency, and funded by the Belgian government.

This camp is part of a project aimed at enhancing the STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics)
curriculum among Jerusalemite students through non-curricular activities.

During the camp, students received specialized training in the STEAM fields, as well as 21st-century life skills, delivered
by expert trainers in these areas.

This camp marks the first step in a series of activities that will continue throughout the academic year, training will be
furthered over the coming months through five clubs at five locations in Jerusalem, in these clubs, students will receive
advanced training in various STEAM disciplines.

Moreover, community initiatives will be implemented in Jerusalem to address issues and challenges within the Jerusa-
lemite community, utilizing STEAM knowledge and skills, culminating in the project’s conclusion.



«Voice of Influencers in Palestine»
UNFPA Ambassadors - Paving the Way for Social Change

In an innovative and crucial step towards combating gender-based violence and driving social transformation and change, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
has launched a dynamic movement through the “Change Ambassadors” program, This program aligns with the comprehensive communication action plan of UNFPA
for the year 2023, serving as its compass. The program aims to eliminate harmful gender norms, empower individuals, and herald a new era of positive masculinity in
Palestine.

- Reimagining Change in Palestine

The backdrop of gender-based violence in Palestine, along with its statistics, necessitates a groundbreaking and comprehensive intervention. Violence affects a high
percentage of women and girls, amounting to 59%. Interventions often remain confined to conventional methods and lack the ability to reshape deeply rooted harmful
norms. Farah Abu Zant, the coordinator of Forsa Project and Women's Activities at Burj Al-LugLuq Social Center Society, emphasizes that “addressing gender-based vio-
lence requires dismantling gender norms at their core.”

- Multi-Faceted Action Plan

The UNFPA's communication action plan for 2023 represents a blueprint for real and impactful change. It recognizes that meaningful transformation requires a deep
understanding of the communities it intends to serve from the outset. The plan is rooted in empathy, research, and strategic design, aligning with the essence of behavior
change.

Unveiling the Objectives, the program’s objectives reveal a strong vision for Palestine based on:

Raising Awareness: By initiating dialogue and understanding positive masculinity, focusing on men and boys.

Deconstructing Norms: By challenging negative gender standards that perpetuate harm and confronting them.

Embracing Change: By fostering positive masculine behaviors encompassing respect, empathy, and equality.

-Ambassadors as Catalysts:

At the heart of this transformative journey, the United Nations Population Fund, through the Burj Al-LugLuq Social Center Society, sought influential personalities on social
media, selecting them to advocate for change, These advocates are not just voices; they are beacons guiding society towards a new and equitable normalcy.

Adnan Barg, an enthusiastic advocate, shares his participation, “This program empowers us to challenge prevailing norms, We are writing a narrative of masculinity that
respects, empowers, and nurtures.” Maysa Ash-Shami echoes this sentiment, asserting that “our impact can dismantle stereotypes, We are rewriting the story of masculin-
ity, one function at a time.”

UNFPA: As the primary project funder, the United Nations Population Fund wholeheartedly supports this endeavor, committed to ending gender-based violence and
promoting equality. This aligns with the mission of the Ambassadors, and we are determined to ensure that societal norms reflect dignity and respect.

- Glimpses from the Journey Five remarkable sessions were held weaving threads of change across Palestine:

- Inaugural Dialogue Session: Hosted at the Palestinian Red Crescent Society headquarters to enhance unity among influencers, focusing on communication and engage-
ment in social and behavioral change.

- Expansion of Narrative: Exploring the symbiotic relationship between influencers and societal models, emphasizing the gender transformation approach.

- Interactive Visit to Youth Village: The engagement with the Sharik Youth Forum bolstered Ambassador commitment to combat gender-based violence.

- Session at the Arena Arin Al-Rinawi Academy of Photography: Participants discussed gender transformation and reevaluating standards, guided by a human rights-based
approach.

- Culminating Event: This pivotal event facilitated reflection on the journey’s resonance, summarizing Ambassadors’ growth. It also covered an introduction to sexual and
reproductive health for adolescents and youth.

- Moving Forward

With the conclusion of the program’s first phase, a path of optimism illuminates ahead. The strength of influencers combined with the principles of empathy and dialogue
is primed to redefine masculinity and discover a world of respect and equality.

-Shaping Masculinity, Shaping the Future

The “Change Ambassadors” program weaves a fabric of hope, built on the belief that change is achievable. The echoing words of Farah Abu Zant, “Our vision is not only
changing norms but shaping an enduring legacy of positive masculinity — a legacy that transcends generations.”

Lataifa Abdul Latif, the steadfast project coordinator, adds, “This program is more than an initiative; it's a movement, a collective endeavor to reshape mindsets and instill
respect, empathy, equality, and foundational principles of masculinity”

Amid Palestine’s vibrant mosaic, the United Nations Population Fund, Ambassadors, and participating individuals carve a future rich with respect, empathy, and equality.
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The Old City Thursdays
Cultural Heritage and Cross-Cultural Communication in the Heart of
Jerusalem

Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center society stands as a driving force for heritage and cultural communication at the heart of
Jerusalem, with its renowned initiative, “The Old City Thursdays.”

This initiative organizes a weekly cultural tour on Thursdays, delving into the past and shedding light on the Palestin-
ian-Arab cultural heritage surrounding the ambiance of the Old City in Jerusalem.

The “Old Town Thursdays” initiative aims to preserve the rich cultural heritage of the city and enhance understanding
and awareness of it, this includes historical sites, artifacts, traditions, and rich customs, Yet its mission extends further,
fostering cross-cultural and social communication among diverse communities by providing platforms for interaction
and cultural exchange.

The diverse activities of the initiative encompass historical tours that take participants on an exploratory journey to
significant historical sites in the Old City, such as the tunnels of Silwan and the Armenian Neighborhood, these tours
offer participants a direct opportunity to engage with the city’s history and heritage.

Additionally, the initiative includes artistic activities that enhance participant interaction with cultural heritage through
art and creativity.

Around 60 Jerusalemite participants have taken part in executing this exciting initiative so far. The initiative’s imple-
menter, Hamza Al-Natsheh, emphasizes the importance of organizing cultural events in Jerusalem, highlighting how
these events contribute to promoting understanding and enriching cultural and social life in the city.

The pivotal role that initiatives like “The Old City Thursdays” play in heritage and cultural communication cannot be
underestimated.

The diversity of activities and dedicated efforts further strengthen the city’s cultural identity,

This initiative reflects a fruitful partnership between the Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center Society, the United Nations Popu-
lation Fund (UNFPA), and Y-Peer network in Jerusalem.

This partnership is a positive step towards preserving the city’s heritage and promoting cross-cultural communication.
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Enhancing Capabilities and Creativity through Burj Al-luglugq Ceramics
Laboratory and Training Center

As part of its efforts to foster skill development and guide youth towards creative endeavors, Burj Al-Lugluq Social Cen-
ter Society has successfully launched the second edition of its “Craftsmanship Capacity Building Program”This program
focuses on the art of pottery shaping, ceramic manufacturing, and pottery piece preparation, it is designed to empow-
er participants with traditional craftsmanship skills.

This workshop targets a new group of women, aiming to train 10 participants over the course of a month and a half.
Participants will acquire skills in pottery crafting and shaping, this initiative is part of a series of training programs that
seek to equip young individuals with new skills and develop their talents in the realm of traditional crafts.

In addition to imparting skills related to pottery shaping and manufacturing, the workshop will also include elements
of entrepreneurship and business management. This supplementary training aims to equip participants with the es-
sential tools and knowledge required to establish their own projects within this field.

This workshop is just one facet of a broader project aimed at enhancing social and economic empowerment among
Palestinian youth in Jerusalem. The initiative is funded under the COMCEC Al-Quds Program, a part of the Islamic Con-
ference’s economic cooperation efforts.

In this manner, Burj Al-Lugluq lab contributes to the realization of the aspirations of young individuals in the field of
traditional craftsmanship. By providing them the opportunity to develop skills and creativity in pottery shaping and
ceramic manufacturing, this initiative promotes their economic and social empowerment and contributes to the over-
all progress of the community.
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«Womenss Tuesday Gathering»: Empowering Women

Empowering women and enhancing their roles in society have become essential and crucial initiatives in today's world,
The “Women's Tuesday Gathering” initiative, launched by Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center Society, stands as a testament to
these blessed efforts.

This initiative aims to achieve various goals related to women’s issues and to enhance their effective and positive roles
in society, the “Women’s Tuesday Gathering” comes as a new and innovative initiative, where organizers hold informa-
tive and educational sessions every Tuesday.

These sessions provide women with an opportunity to express their opinions, share their experiences, and exchange
ideas with others. This platform serves as a safe and encouraging space that helps women develop themselves, en-
hance their skills, and enrich their culture.

Within the framework of this initiative, a series of informative and educational sessions have been conducted, these
sessions covered a diverse range of important topics related to women'’s issues, including:

- Violence and Gender Roles: Shedding light on issues of violence against women and the traditional roles im-
posed on them in society, and discussing ways to change these dynamics.

- Positive Household Coordination: Offering tips and strategies to improve household coordination in positive
ways that contribute to enhancing women’s quality of life.

- Cultural Tour in the Old City of Jerusalem: Providing women with an opportunity to explore and promote local
culture and heritage through a tour of the Old City of Jerusalem.

- Women’s Mental Health: Focusing on the importance of women’s mental health and providing tools and skills
to deal with psychological challenges effectively.

This initiative goes beyond providing knowledge; it aims to bring about real change in the lives of women by empow-
ering them and enhancing their roles in society.

During the month of August, the “Women'’s Tuesday Gathering” targeted around 80 women from Jerusalem, marking a
promising success for this initiative.

It's worth noting that the initiative is part of the “FORSA” project funded by the United Nations Population Fund (UNF-
PA), which underscores the international community’s response and support for such initiatives to achieve their goals.
In conclusion, the“Women'’s Tuesday Gathering” initiative reflects the commitment of Burj Al-Lugluq to empower wom-
en and support their personal and social growth.

This initiative strengthens the women’s power and their belief in their capabilities to effect positive change in their
society and the world.
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«Project «Live The Burj 4»: Supporting and Empowering Youth Through Sports
Activities»

In the midst of the rapidly advancing technology and digital transformation that have increasingly influenced our daily
lives, the significance of fostering sports activities and providing support and protection for the youth remains para-
mount, Within this swiftly evolving landscape, The “Live The Burj 4”project emerges as an initiative aimed at enhancing
the development of young individuals and creating a safe and secure environment for them, This initiative is made
possible through a partnership with and funding from the Welfare Foundation Al-Taawon.

This project has brought about notable sports events, including an exhilarating sports exchange between the Youth
Club of Al-Eizariya and Al-Mawazeen team from Burj Al-Luglug.

This event transcended being just a sports competition; it served as an opportunity to fortify the connection and bond
between the association’s youth and the local community.

A pivotal aspect of the project’s success lies in its emphasis on activating the role of girls in the sports domain, A sports
exchange was organized with Um Tuoba Girls’ Club, catering to categories under 14 years old and under 18 years old,
This event aims to encourage girls to engage in sports, fostering self-confidence and representing a vital step towards
achieving the project’s goals of safeguarding youth.

The Burj's team triumphed in the match against Um Tuoba team, marking an accomplishment that bolsters optimism
and motivates the youth to persist in their participation in sports activities and engage actively in project initiatives.
In conclusion, the “Live The Burj 4” project epitomizes the center’s commitment to supporting and safeguarding the
youth by providing opportunities for development and sports engagement.

These initiatives are more than mere competitions; they are opportunities to build an exceptional generation charac-
terized by physical strength and a sporting spirit, effectively contributing to the advancement of our society.
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«Jerusalem Debates Project:
Enhancing Dialogue and Skills in Our Community»

Jerusalem Debates is a significant project organized by the Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center Society in collaboration with
the Directorate of Education in Jerusalem, This project aims to enhance the skills of dialogue and debate among young
individuals, encouraging them to think critically and express their opinions clearly.

The project is a part of the continuous efforts of Burj Al-Luglug to promote community awareness and empower the
youth in the region.

The “Art of Debate” competition was held on Thursday, August 3rd, 2023, in the premises of the Burj Al-Luglug Social
Center, Various schools in the region participated in this competition, contributing to fostering a sense of competition
and developing debate skills among the youth.

After continuous efforts and strong competition, the following results were achieved in the competition:

First place: Al-Agsa Primary Girls School.

Second place: Uthman ibn Affan Primary Girls School.

Third place: Jabel Mukaber Mixed Primary School.

Itis worth noting that these results are not merely rankings; they signify the effort and skills that the students displayed
in the field of debate and dialogue.

This competition is part of the “Debates League” project, which aims to enhance debate and dialogue skills in six dif-
ferent schools in the region. These schools include Al-Fatah Comprehensive Girls’ School, Rawad Al-Ma‘arifa Primary
School for Boys, Al-Agsa Primary Girls School, Uthman ibn Affan Primary Girls School, Ali ibn Abi Talib Primary School
for Boys, and Jabel Mukaber Mixed Primary School.

In addition to the debates, the project includes training sessions aimed at developing the youth’s skills in the field of
dialogue and debate. It also encompasses cultural trips and developmental initiatives that work towards enhancing
social interaction and building strong bonds between the youth and the community.

In conclusion, the Jerusalem Debates Project is a significant initiative that contributes to the development of youth
skills and the enhancement of their capabilities in the art of dialogue and debate. This initiative exemplifies the com-
mitment of the Burj Al-Lugluq to youth development and the promotion of constructive dialogue in our community.
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